lI.IFE IH PllﬁDH' ¢ Stonley “Tookie
Williar Books)  Crime doesn't poy ond prison is
na wolk in Ihu;uri ﬂmugh ta many, this sort of talk may sound
like obvious ond even preachy statements, there are mony inner-city
youth who ore regularly dealt oppealing stories of life behind bars.
Thesa stories tend to make prisan out 1o be o ploce no different —
or in some coses, beffer — rﬂm life an the streets, If's dog-eat-dog,
survival of fhe fittest ond necarding 1o these ignorant storytellers,
only the strong, toughest and coolest survive. As Tookie explains
in Lifle In Prison, these stories octually got youth o look forward
to spending some fime in lock-up

Stanley Williams has experienced o bil of resurpence in the
public eye recently, due o the release of the film, Redemption
[see this month's Reel Deal for more info), starring Jomie
Foson. As the co-founder of the infamous Crips gong, Tookie
hus been living on death row since 1981, Since the early ‘905, he's
dedicated all of his fime towards battling crime, vialence, gong life
ond most impartantly, the corruption of Black youth. Life fn Prison
is just one of many books Williams has penned from his cell specifi-
tally to enlighten youth and give them o first person look of what
roally hoppens io those who thoose o life of erime. This book has
boen reprinted in order to reoch o new generation who may haove dis-
tovered Tookie through the pawer of film. In it, he dismisses any glori-
fication of prison life ond discusses — in o very dean ond nan-grophic
mannar, suitoble for even the youngest of readers — what it i like to be
locked up in o coge ke on onimol and strip searched, os well os the lack
of privory, homesickness and inmates who po “sir-crazy” and commit
wicide. Tookie, despite his past life, is committing his final days to o seri-
ous ¢ouse ond ongoing baffle to steer os many youth as possible away
from o life of crima. 1t's no wonder he's been nominated for two Nobel
Prize owards.

BHEY YA! The Unuul’hnrhed Bmgrﬂph‘r

of OutKast by Chris Nickson [Griffin). With their ground-

breaking double-(D redemse, Mﬂﬁmxmn lnre Below, Outkost puta |

torch to any preconceived notions that the world may have once hod of hip-

hop. Though the sauthern-fried hip-hop of Big Bei and Andre 3000 abways

hod o unigue flair — thanks 1o the production efforts of Organized Noize

— it would take them nearly o decade o finally receive the respect they

deserved. Authar Chris Mickson, o well-known music journofist bom-and-

raised in Leeds, England and now residing in Seattle, Washington, guides

readers through OutKst's musicol journey ond beyond,

DutKost oppeals fo everyone. |t doesn't matter if you are o

teenybopper from the ‘burks or o hordeore street thug from fhe Pls -

everyone respects these Aflonto-roised music gemiuses. Thing is, only the

mist well-versed music aficianods or hip-hop heod hos been following

the dua since their outstonding 1994 debut, '
ificodilocmuzik. Since then, they ve willingly pushed the |

boundaries af what fo expect from o hip-hop group, using their knock for

southern soul and throwback funk ms on undercurrent for rop music that

regularly defies genre dossificafion. Wickson goes back in fime to when

Andre Benjomin and Antwon Potton were just high school kids earning each

other's respect through lunchroom rap ciphers, Dre's eclecicism wos wit-

nessed early on os he wos one of the few of his peers who opted fo go shote-

board, rather than just hang around in the projects. Big Boi continues fo

inject that rap bose and credibifity o5 the member who haod the rough-and-

tumble upbringing. As best friends, they iruly were outcosts omongs! thelr '

peers. Nickson dives headfirst info the development of the Dirty South scene —

nomely, the eclectic side of it that stemmed from groups like Arrested Development and

canfinued with Outkost's involvement with the Dungeon Fomily (which induded the

similor-minded group, Goodie Mob), Learn haw these young and daring ATLiens were

S'—\rm R Scram Magazine hos been in

signed by urban music honch LA, Reid, become o friple Grommy
award-winning pap music phenomenan and what the future holds for
the daring due,

EMOVE WITHOUT THE BALL: Pul Your
Skills and Your Magic To Work For You!
by Stedmean Graham [Fireside). |n sports, the difference
herween on othlete who suceeeds and on athlete who foils oll comes down
to the hungar ond drive that person has. Which of the twa has the will to
work hard and push on 1o ochieve their goals? Better yai, which one of
them actuolly hos goals? Take o look of the way Puerto Rico's basketboll
toam toppled the typically almighty, unbeatable Americon "Dreom Team” in

this summer’s Olympics. Obviously, that team had the drive ond determination
t succeed over the NBA's highly paid finest. This sort of atfitude and ethic
doesn't rebate to just sports. In foct, according o businessman, lecturer and
outhor Stedmon Grahom, “athlefics is o metaphor for life.”
This is the opprooth Grahom odheres to in Move Without the Ball. As o
former professional thbete wha never ochieved his dream of playing in the
1". NBA, Grohom took the drive ond determination he learnad in sparts fo the

A | husiness world, where he conquered and became the CED of his own man-
[ nqmnl ond miwhng consulting firm. He's oleeady written the New York
L Times bestsallers Teans Con Make it Hoppen and You Con Make If Hoppen,

and this fime around wses sports as the backdrap for his inspirationol
udvice. Feoturing images and examples ranging from Hank Aoron 1o
Serena Williams, Groham provides advice on how 1o succeed ond ochisve
your goaks — whatevar they may be He also provides stafisties regard-
ing things such os how drug and aleahal abuse con ruin chances
tess. Using sports as o parallel 1o life makes this book inferesting for
those who normally find such inspirational/‘self-help books boring, ond
as the book soys, it just might help them improve their gome “both on
and off the figld."

BLOST IN THE GROOVES: Scram’s
Capricious 'l.'l'-n ule 'In the Music You
Missed edited by Kim Cooper and David Sm
{Routledge) 'l'uu miay nur Imnw it, but the music industry pruhnhhr

controls your fostes in music. I you're the avernge person who relies
heavily an rodio and television for the latest music, then chances are you're
missing out on some of the best stuff while baing force-fed mostly mediacre
tunes. The problem is, with so muth music — bath excellent and atrocous —
sliding under the radar, finding the gems really does become o fest of time,
money ond patience — three things the average person rather nat part with.
S0, unless you ore o complete music snob who willingly buys any music on o
whim, on the off chance of finding something good, then you can use a bil
of ousistance when it comes to picking out only the dassics. Luckily for you,
business of filtering oul the treasures from
the mounds of garboge that ore released yaar ofter yeor
;\Vt’ S Beginning life in 1992 os 0 West Const fonzine, Scram hos risen fo
B the top of the underground mogazine dircut by akwoys keeping tabs on
the mare obscure stuff that is currently hot in music. As humarows music
junkies, they've alreody relecsed their hilarious “tell all* book,
Bubblegum Music is the Naked Truth: The ﬂmiﬁmmnfﬁmrbmmr
Pap from the Banana Splits fo Britney Spears. Mow, with this
“Capricious Guide" they've compiled hundreds of LPs and records that
W8 vou've probably possed over while shopping for (Ds. No stona s left
MR 1nturned, from goroge rock and funk fo blues and hip-hap, os there’s
— something in this quide for even the mast fickle of music fans. There
are even o number of established arfists in here, such as Morvin Gaye, whose post-
divoree LP | Here, My Dear) remains o litthe-heard and obscure R&B gem. Perfect for
average music lovers or even DJs who may have missed o key item in their rotation, this
ouide & the perfect way to tighten up ‘s music colbection.s




