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ringin' It Back — That Oid New?

T

k
O oo, Why? Perhags s because socially conscious rap has found it way ino the mains
Mo ks of Konye Wes! and oven — befieve f or nof — Jodokiss. Rumer even has it that
fists such os Pharoaho Monch ond Talib Kweli have sxpressed inorest i signing 1o mjor labsls
nd Roc-A-Fall. Howsver, amybody who's fllowed hip-hap sinc is eoriest years knows

w150 etorm o form. Justask LyricstLounge A Stor Warcsworth, whe' inthis gome fo g e

oge of 1994, K
ough he s jist naw relacsing his solo debiut set, Mirror Music — which features the Bkes ol
ko | @, Wardsworth has already made o name for himself oll over the hip-hap sceng and
psalf  big fon of A Tribe Colled Quest and Shuck Star (AKA Mos Def and Tallb Kt f
| this Brooklyn-brad MU' intelligent fyricsm. As an English Lunguoge and Literature .
by of New York 0ld Wastbury, Worth would turn in papers and wriling ossignments wni
. Wi took this skill 1o the next level when he, olong with then-partner Punchiine, it theie in
1997 Lyriist Lounge showcose. This won them the respec of Tribe's vary own -Tip, who.

s "Rock Rock, Yo'l." Following that breokihrough, Word kept busy, dropping verse affer
ers b an” g oforsbing opped for MY s roudbvesingsketch omady s
e e T
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orkRap
of urban medin oullets have recntly baen prociiming that hip-hop i on the brink of  rovely



4 The Other Jackson Family Continues Making
Headlines

115 sort of funmy how when o mainstream lobel gims for on wiperimental sound, they go for o
relotively obstroct underground vibe that indie labels tend fo prafer. However, when n under-
n bel aims for an experimental sound, they go for o relofively siruightforwond vibe that
r. Such i the tose with Oxnard, Colifornin nafiva Oh No, whase
hraw Records, romes off much less abstroct thon the musie of his
lohelmates {incuding older brother Modkb) and delivers o mostl nd gritty sél in o more roditional vein,
*Wadiib & reol abatroc,* Oh No says of his older b ve the peopile what they wand... ot everything, of tourse,
but if they really hungry, 1Y give ‘am everything * 1 ], O Na is the son of ‘705 soul singer Ofis Juckson ond naphaw of lependary
{mxz ompaker, Jon Foddis. Thaugh growing up aroun o2z surely foctored into his music-making ombifions, it wes echually his love of

Ruin DML, De L Soul, Tribe and Gong Storr thot played o large port in the develogment of his overall sound and massage, which ranges fram dub bongers o
Inteligent, infrospective cuts. He began foolin’ oround with his older brother's SP 1200 and Casio K s sarfy us five years-old, which obviously drew baughter
from Mok, But now, nearly 20 yvears later, he's o well-trained bogt-maker and rhyme-saysr who only draws laughter when he drops o pundh line in o battle
rap. Having already worked with the likes of legendary rappers AG (of Shawhiz & AG), Wise Inielligent (of Poor Righteous Taachers) and CL Smooth {sams Pete
Rock), ond Joted cuts for Acrabatic, Murs and Me. Lif, oll 0 Wo hes to do s sit back and owoit the proise he's bound tu receive for his mind-blowing Stanes
Throw debut. A souksinger, trumpeter and two hip-hop geniuses — maybe rhis s the Jockson fomily the warld should be wotching.

Ambushing the Music Industry

n the 1™ contury, Spain's freed and rungwery Africon slaves in Jomoico began forming thelr own powerful colonies. Runaway African siaves of the British
quickly joined these ralonies as wel, dubbing themsabees tho “Marooas” — shoet for the Spanish word dmarron (tramskation: wild or savoge). These fugifive
skaves were all over the West Indies and Guyano, and before lang had grown so large in number that they were oble 1o revall against the Furopenn seitlers who
held thewm captive. I on age whers artists ara virtually held captiva by lobel exses and bound to proctically criminal racording confrocks, MC Lateel the Trith
3 : o W Specker and mix-master Chiel Kcel have decided fo enter o
5 Maroon Wor aguint the music industry with their debut dise,
N Ambush,
<0 “The Maroons are stll inspiring,” Xcol enthuses. “They ware
| Africons who refused to be ansloved. To us a5 Black men frying fo
be responsible and ccountable, they raprasent fraodom and inde-
pendence.” As members of the seminal indie hip-hop collective,
SoleSides, Lateel and Xeel st out to celabrate their creofivi free-
dom wlong with the likes of distinguished underground orists Gifi
of Gab {whe, with Xeel, comprises the groundbreaking hip-hep
duo, Blackalicious), 0J Shodow and Lyrics Borm — ofl through their
very own lobel, Quonnum Projects. “That's been our whols
opproach to music, the industry and %o oursetves,” odds Liseal,
Bl 7o create without baing waterad down by what sodiety or populor
o culture dictates, 1o be able 1o speck our minds from o ploce of sur
8 own infegrity.” As the Maroons, Liteef and Xeol are confimuing
this approach o3 the hwo longtime friends create music of signifi-
tance. They hope o revive the sesthetic of the Horlem
Renaissance, Black Arts Movement and the filmmakaers, musicians
and writers of the lnte '80s,/sarly “90s hip-hap axplosion by mak-
ing ort thot connacts 1o the people's axperiences ond emations.
Musically, they're bringing tagether jazz, somba, dhoranga, dub
™ and funk, but keepin' it gritty. “We wanled the record fo be
hord,” exghaing Lateel, “1o refled where we're from and how we
| opproach this.” The music industry is u battlefield and with this
aﬁm&mﬁuhﬂihu;
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' DIESEL TRUCKERS

MH'S Sti
Il Cruisin’ Down Hip-Hop's Interstate Highway

.i._ P
A thiere's o new Kool Kedth
] Mhtlﬂd. o ptoject on the hortzon, funs of this lgendary
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MELLOWMAN
The Original Latin MC Has Come to Get
Paid

ince the very beginning of this lfthe thing we call hip-hop, there's ohways besnr

significont Lafino presance. D) Charlie Chise of the Cold Crush Brothers wes :

Bronx-bred Lofing and os for s the rest of the hip-hop culture gues, many (some:
may even orgue thot o mojority of the earliest) groffif ortists ond b-boys hailed from
Lofino fumilies. However, as the culture progressed, Latings mastly rnﬂlldlm
in the hip-hap world wntil the mammath o5 { AKA Big Pun) was *discovmrad™
by Fert Joe. However, though Pun de s an ihe hip-hop mop s possibls

monaymakers, the Loting presence 5
hirmsalf the “Godfather of Larin Hi
the hip-hop public knaw that Lating
Those of you unfamilior with p - ow thot h
siruggle wos very differen ih of hi 01 undar comasunism

ol waes likerolly his famidy f led country, Aftor making fhe _

o Cutba to Mimi, his fomily would brinyg iem 1o New Jersay bafore they settied oo Sou
Giate, Colibornia’s Cypress Avenue. He began his hip-hop fife as @ member of the quarfe
DY [Devostating Vorol Xrallence) with bis beother Senen Reyes (San Dog), Lowromes
Muggerud (D) Muggs) and Lous Freese (B-Real). I any of those nomes sound forniliar, I
hocuusae fter Mallowman went solo, the three remaining members of his group went oit g
foem the veteron rap act, Cypress Hill His first LP, Escapa From Cuba featured the bidis:
ool it single, “Menirosa.* That wos way bock in 1989. Since then, he's only relessd
tw LPs up uniil now with ¥ango A Cotror {tronslation: |°ve Come to Get Paid), A the very
least, this Maliowman i proud hat ha's bean able 1o represent Lutinos — evan baing induct:
od infu the Hig-Hop Holl of Fame and biing chle fo push on with his bi-ingual antics.
Mellowmran sums up bis hip-bap corver best. *| wos ecstatc o realizn | could fulil my

™
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k-0s
Being Preachy Doesn't Mean Being Boring

ust because a hip-hop arfis! comes sirang with & message, doesn't meon that he's gaing o be weak in the talent department. This holds ehsolutaly trus

for the Toranta nofive MC k-os (pronaunced: choos). [n fact, if it weren't that this sociodly aware lyrist i o fornigner (read: (anadian), he probubly

wauld have foken home more than just “Internafioncl Album of the Yeor” for his debut, Exir, of the 2003 Seurce Awords. In fucl, his tatent and messoge
hrs been 5o wel receiverd that ha's been imvited by the llkes of IndiaArie, The Roots, Nelly Furtodo and De Lo Soul ta join them on their respective Jours. This
kind of nttention i axooly
what k-os needs o pro- |
mote his latest, Joyful
Rebelion

"Hip-hap i on oban

doned ship, ond its van-
guards are maving on 1o
ofher things” believes the
Canodion MC. “Everyone
wants fo be o rock star,
bacouse they don't know
how 1o take hip-hap 1o the
pet Jevel.” Toking it 1o
the next lovel is xactly
what this rapper, producar
and singet does best. On
his debut, he fosed his
messoga-lilled rops with
live instrumaniotion, tradi-
fianal beats and singing -
gaming him tomparisens
16 Lowryn Hill. Bomn
Khaaven Brereton ond
ratsad by Jehovah Witness
parsnts wha rosed him in
lpenfions such os Toronto
and Trinidad, his influ-
enees ore oll over the
map, Me's dipped into
reggoe, soul and even o
manco, The man con prefy
misch do it ofl ond rovely
saifles info any one genre,
praferring to push the
boundaries. With his
sophomora affor!,
Kheaven hos dropped the
single, “B-Boy Stance” — o
simple B08-drivan track
that's & “rop redamation”
paying homoge to the
Golden Age of hip-hop,
Other troks ore loced with
aeoustic guitars, fobles
tassicol sirings and live
drum kicks. I his sacond
fime oot is o5 acclaimed o5
i first, k-os will cortainly
find o niew legion of fams
bocking his joyful rebel
lion,
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