if if doesn't lead fo o fegit form
of fame. In the cose of 71
year-old songsiress, Keyshio
(oke, her dhoim fo fome ond piv-
ofal moment in life come when
she met with ond performed for
the one and only MC Hommer.
Ifs rue, not mony peogle
would core to parode around
the foct thot they were ance in
M Hammer's presence, howey-
e, if you wend on o sign o
record deal and work with the
likes of Karye West, then why
not consider your moment with

Stardey Kirk Burrell as your f
“toim fo fome?” Neyshio hos w
been invobved with the i

ing indusiry since i
young g, hustiing ond working .

oy engle i the bz that she -
wuld, ond o5 o prefoenshs | . L

wis able 1o comvinee the former
porachute pant-wearing super- s :
sto tho b shoukd “put x| ks thotgood ings come o tase whoreallyweek b o . This work i 1 her ok sigingsesons il On the fher side of the fence,
on” Indoingso, 12 year-old | other Bay Area orfists such as Messy Marv and Tony Toni Tane's Dwoyne Wiggins. “Being young, you hove toveallybe  she tockles the horsh reoliies of thase
Ms. (ol oven got the chonce to | dedicoted to doing it for yourself,” she says. “There's a lot of iriaks and iibulatiors you have 10 go through to get what ~ growing up on the sirests. Her song,
record with Hammer. you want, especially if you feel like it belongs o you.” One spacfic rial triggered her mave from Oakland to the sfor- “Sureets Is A M*thaf“dha” reflects o
Why Hommer? Well, ke | studded strets o Los Angeles warldrcdled with drgs, vigknce ond
the former Ocklond Athlfics Young love s o powerful thing and when that trust & broken, things are bound to hoppen. Somefimes bod things ~ aime. As she says, “Ifs jush diffrent
bat/ball boy, Keyshio was born | — bike cracked windshislds, rumars thot spreod like wildfire or some stoged “boby mamo drome.” However, in the things we: see in the ‘hood that we
ond roised on the offiorside of | cosg of Keyshia, when she tught her bayfriend cheating, it fook mere minutes for this street-bred crooner 1o hop in ber | never sae in Hollywood "
the Colifornia by, on the typi- | cor ond speed to Los Angeles under the wover of the night's sky. I the end, maybe if's nof her
cally rough sireets of Ooklond. Within o few manths, o determined Keyshia had made so many connecions that she found herself being i mieefing with Hammer that Keyshia
Sinceshe wos oble lohokda | duced fo AM Records presidest Ron Fo; who procicaly signed her on the spa, Since hal moment, here's een ot ids her dim 1o fome
nale with hes voice, she used ing but rrificod proise for this sossy and sireetwise RRB singer. ther, she hapes that others fike her
musit s on outled to get Her debut finds the sexy Ms. Cole belfing out her gritty-yet-soulful soprane on sangs that — much like her idal con recogiize their gook, follow
through fife ond her life-long Mary J. Blige — find her tockling stories of love and life on the sirests. Her debut single with the currently olfover-the-  through ond achieve their dreoms.
ool quickly become that ever- | ploce Kamye Wes!, “| Changed My Mind" s the perfect set up for her debut (D), The Way # k. s about young women Only Keyshia can sum it up best: *1
elusive recording contract. Her | who are banging for love, but not despernte enough o toss their lives oway for it “That sang wos obout being focused want g be an example for young
experiences s o youth helped | and dedicoted o what you want and what you're frying fo be,” she exploins, based on her own personal experience. girks in following your goals and
miofivate and propel her info “It's mhout things you're irying bo ccomelish in fife and dealing with somebody; o sigrificant ather, wha comes in dreams — ond making # happen.”
her corent shunton ondshe. | between that — especially wilhthei ways -AQC
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