Ever onimated Fonzworth Bentley | |
(left) appeors us o fost-tolking |
salesman trying to persuade Fol
Albert to buy some new geor. |
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Harald ond Bucky?
Maverick
American Filmmak-
er Robert Altman
kicked off the "B0s
Y with the big budget
live action version of
E.C Segor's clmssic
toimic strip-turned-car-
toon hero Popeye.
Though the film has
grown quite papulor with
age, the origingl production
wos plogued with problems
and seibocks, and was
§  absolutely ripped to pieces by
arifics. The ‘B0s also saw pop-
ulor MarlfelYay-furned-Filma-
. tion corfoan He-Man and fhe
o  Masters of the Universe moke it's
-
L

Con come
to life. In
fot, they've
been daing so
for quite some
fime naw —
though
they've typicolly been
plogued with any num-
ber of problems. This -
Christmas will double os Far
Alberf's release date ond the
doy of reckoning for Faf Alberf's
creator, co-writer ond executive
producer Bill Cashy. Will the leg-
endory comedion break the wurse
experignced by the wrioons gane
live-ortion of yeors past, or will Fai
Albert wind up batk in the junkyard
with Rudy, Mushmouth, Dumb

Donald, Bill, Russell, Okd Weird way to the big szreen os on

, ®
i

in |
. Nowit's fime for Albert and his
«  massive physique 1o step up 1o the
“ plote and swing for the Fences.
The papulority surraunding the
Fat Albert character is quite
. astaunding, considering the show
«  hasn't been on gir — even in re-run
" torm — for well over o decode.
. Adults wha grew up waithing the
*  show have aven been knawn 1o
*  rock Phat Farm's line of Fat Albart:
»  licensed clothing. The concept came
* from Bill Coshy's '60s stand-up rou-
" tine chronicling his childheod
upbringing in Philly and has since
*  become o timeless pop-culture icon.

Filmation's Fof Atbert and the (osbhy

Kids debted in 1972 as o port of
. (8BS Saburday maming line-up. 1§
o lusted seven long years before it
* was reploced by its follow-up, The
New Fat Albert Show — which losted
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beess can be offrib-
of different
rs, 0 cartoon thot
alional adven-
of urban Black
g of a rority, even
ddifionally, the maral
_hmlmmdmmh
ortbe ottributed 1o ony
ng he show o bit
flres. I1's this
ard oppeal that mokes
nhlm’rhehmwun

Th-uwsm (A
urw? Raoven
liﬂ Raven) and You
hhgmq and dancing
erion and Marques
foce will remain
tharacter Dumb
il hos planty of
should attrod o
o Faf Albert foms,
The plot centers on Albert's need fo
of his animated
1o help o specific
viewar. However oace Al and com-

ot

pony eloe the “reol wark” they
 realize that things are quite differ-
“unt and aren't o5 cut-and-dry os

they ore in cartoon land. This
leaves a naive Albert with his own
suf of problems. In o humorows
race ogainst fime, Albert must sabve
everyone's problems — intluding his
o (which finds him foca-to-Foce
with his crentar, Mr. Cashy himsalf)
~ and return 1o TV land before he
tompletely fades away for good.

The fiim holds ante its sodiel and
maral messoges, most likely
becouse Cashy's pen groced the
screnploy, ond monages bo sty
lighthearted and funny just ke it
wios bock in the 705 With
Dmarion and Marques starring in
this live-action romg, if should come
@s no surprise that there are o num-
ber of origina songs (including on
updote of the show's original
theme) performed during the
tourse of the movie. And with com-
ital heovyweight (pun olertl) Kenan
torrying the weight (double pun
alert!] of Fai Albert, chonces are
that this is one cortoon-to-film out-
ing that' | hove beaten the wrse.
Hey, hey, hey! =




