ith Christion beliefs and themes infilirafing music as
mainstreom os rap {Konye and Mose have become
prime examples), gospel artists who've previously
remained on the sidelines or behind-the-scenes —
generally unknown in seculor drcles — are now
sispping forward with their foith-inspired music. This is exoctly the cose for J Moss,
who 5 now stepping from behind the mixing board inta the sporfight

} Moss s o proud Detro, Mithigan native who has no plons of leaving the
Matar City any fime soan. His roats in gospel music run deep, os he is the nephew
of the legendary Dr. Mattie Mass Gork; cousin of her doughters Darinda, Jockie,
Karen and Twinkie, the one and only Clark Sisters and son of Bill Mess, S, who
founded and Fronted the popubar ‘705 gospel group Bl Moss & the Celestiols. Even
if | wanted fo escope the gospel community, it woukd've proved nearly impossible.

While most children enjoy the simpler things of life, such as playing with frogs,
eating posto ond ralfing oround in mud, s lother insisted that young J begin hon-
ing his vocols ol the lender oge of four. Since that point, music remained the focus
af J's lite: His futher hod ofready pleyed an importent rale in lounching the lag-
endary Clork Sisters by giving them the opening spat in his seamingly endless fours
with the Calestials. Bill Sr. would continue this trend by bringing alang his sons J
and Bill Ir., alkowing them to taur — af ages seven and fen, respectively — os part-
fime mambers of his bond. During this period, | was exposed to the grentes! ods in
gospel and his father began having his hays recard as the Moss Brothers,

This orrongement losted seven years o the brothers continued working their
woy through school and the gospel circuit. Before they dishanded — Bill Jr. was on
his woy to college and J was finishing up high schoal — they hod recorded two
mojor lobel releoses. | wosn't ol fun-ond-games for J, but it wos only o mafter o
time before he truly found his colling. “When | wos o kid, | didn’t think anything
ahout singing,” he recolls. *1 just wanted 1o be oul playing with my friends. But
somewhere in high school | really began 1o feel o tugging From God, felling me
music wos my calling in fife.”

| hod absarbed his ather musicol skifls from bis fomily, He wes not ondy tol-
ented @ o vocolist, but o moster on the kays o well. Furthermore, his fother hod
olwoys encouraged that they write their own sangs — raising his boys o be
singers,/songwriters/musicions. | went o Michigan State University for twa years
hafore he became 100 preatcupied with music 1o confinue. Howeves, by then he had
aksa grown interested in the behindthe-scenes ospects of music and would g an fo
become one-third of PAJAM — the production teom responsible for popular songs by
fhe llkes of Dru Hill, Wichedle Willioms, N'Sync and Boyz 1) Man,

Suctess with PAJAM was definitely o defining paint for J, but he wos deter-
mined 10 not let his lifetime of experiences go to waste, With thai in mind, he cre-
ated his solo dabut The J. Moss Project. His Christion befiels ond love of God ore
fromt and center os he blends hip-hop, R&B. pop ond — of course — gospel
Knowing that it & no langer o negotive thing for artists to embrace their foith, |
Moss befieves that the Loed & on his side and that he'll be suecesshul in upliffing the
spiril of his foms, Says J, “1 hope [The J. Moss Profect] does for others even just o
portion of whot God did for me in making it.” - AQLC. %

BEAT

ok when Amanda Perez was touring and promating her debut LF
Angel, she wos ocrused of bifin' the style of another streat-fla-
voved female artist with o fondnass for the piono — the one ond
only Alicio Keys. Moybe it was in the woys that bath arfists dis-
played o “lody thug” swogger earky in their coreers or how they
spake during inferviews (Koys ws wlled out on and subsequently dropped whot was per-
tetved 1o be an annaying hint of forced “ghetto” offitude). Perhaps it was the fact that nat
only did they hove strongely similor tastes in fashion, hut they were bath rockin sirikingly
similar cornrows,

Whrtever the cose, Amonda wes considered by some nothing more than o poor imite-
tion of Ms. Keys. Being lobeled o *ropyrot” in ony industry is never o good thing and
despite the foct thot hes single “Angel” was on out-f-nowhere hit, the chances ore that
Amanda wants to drop o plotinum follow-up sat with | Pray.

Naw 24 years old, this Forl Woyne, Indiona nofive is o grown woman and has sur-
vived fhe trials ond tribulotions that come with being o child orfist. *| song and performed
since | wors o little girl,* she explains. “All my family was info music, they hod played
music most of their lives so it wos part of my life growing op, My older sister Angie used fo
sing and | wonted fo ba just like her.” This innote love for music begon (supposedly) os
parly o5 two years-old, when she would play with her dod's actordion just ta hear music. At
two yoars-old, procticolly all children are still soiling their diapers and learning haw to can-
trol their drool Alow, but wander-child Amondo Perez wos making music (and nat just rhyth-
mic baby burps).

Growing up, she was constantly surraunded by music, especially since her fomily com-
prised members of The Sombra Chicona USA. By uge four, Amanda was alreody singing
ond ploying keyboord by eor. A1 age eleven, she hod lreody begun crecting her own
music with her cousin Mike and they formed the band, The Sombra Chicona Chiquitos.

They quickly eartied o follawing by performing during the intermissions of her fomily's
bond gigs. Even af that age, the rush of performing live made Amando wont fo continue
doing music, ond she further developed her talents throughout juniar high school and high
school by joining school choirs and listening to her older sister's R&B LPs.

She hod o few quick breoks, but they didn't amount fa instant success. Affer record-
ing o 5-sang demo of her uncle's studio, she went on o win the “Junior Voolist of the Yeor,
Female” division of the Black Fxpo in Indianopofis. However, things quickly fell opart for
her. Grawing impafient ond not seeing the success she thought she hiod eomed, Amonda
turmed 1o slingin’ rock to support her musical aspiratians — o mave she regrets 1o this day.

Her major label debut, Angel, feotured the hit single of the same name — o iribute 1o
hier lute cousin Mike. Thot relense leatured her playing piane, ropping ond singing. But i
also faund her sarming thot copyenf label. This fime around, she's relying on music matur-
ty ta distance herslf from ber harsher wifics.

She's lived through her fimes os o pint-sized musical dynomo ond even managed fo
give up her fifo o5 o drug dealer fo focus solely on her music, so it is only naturol that she
begins to alsa mature musicolly. While still dropping verses, she's developed o sexier REB
side and along with playing piano, she's also stepped into the producer’s booth — faking
more control over her music. Perez continues to tour ond admits that this fime around “if's
misic directly from my soul.” s @ more mature Amando much different than her formes
foe. Alicia? We'll leave thet coll v to the fans. - AQ.C 7%




