by John
Starks with Dan Markowitz; Foreword b
Spike lee (Sparts F‘ubhshlng LLC.). The '90s
wound up being o cotch-22 sort of year for fons of the New
York Knicks. '|'Jgh||e the winning feam hod some of their finest
sensons throughout most of the ‘90s, the simple foct remains
that the team never manoged to bring home that holy grail of
haskethall — the NBA Championship — even after repeated trips fo
the finals. Though fhe falent of the “4th Quorter Knicks” omazed
many and put hope into the hearts of countless fons, the sod foct
remains thot the Knicks couldn’t even steal themselves o chompi-
onship trophy from o blind, deof and poralyzed street vendor.
Along For this deir&ssin ride wos former NBA All-Stor and 3-point
binge shooter, John Starks.

Starks lived through thot dassic tale of the messed-up kid whose

life was going nowhere, got a lucky break ond become an All-Stor
player. The only difference between his story and one you'd see on
the Disney Channel is the foct that in John's version there's no di
mictic championship ending. In 1985, Storks wos 19 ond in the
Ee( ss of getfing dismissed from the Rogers Stafe basketball teom

nuse he got orrested for stealing o cor stereo. Hedgwm é

ond chance with Northern Oklahoma College, but squan
by e?uening cought smoking marijuana. He'd go on to stock

es ol o local grocery store before getfing the break of o life-
time, landing o spot an the Oklahoma Stafe Cowboys. However,
the rest isn't ail history, os he would later deal with the deaths
of those closest to him due to concer, or his ongoing visits fo
see his brother in prison throughout his professional career.
Despite the fome, fortune ond many posters made out of his
fomous dunk on Scottie Pippen ond Michoel Jordan, the truth
is that there wos still o real man suffering with life and fomi-
ly issues behind oll the glitz ond glom. My Life manoges to
tell the real story with honesty,

by The Urban Griot AKA Omar

Tyree (Simon & Schuster). Good girls fall for bod
bays. Though that is quite the blanket stotement, there's no
denying that E'i"Ef"'hOj}' knows af least one worthy exomple of
o good girl/bad boy couple. Whitney fell for (and got slapped
up by) Bobby, and FBI agent Clarice Starling hungered for the
fova bean-flovored love of everybody's favorite cannibal, Dr
Honnibal Lecter. Urban outhor Omor Tyree returns under the pen
name of The Urban Griot to tell anather hard-hitting stary from the
streets in the some vein os his prior literary hits, For the Love of
Maney, Single Mom and Fyy Girl

The stary stars your nverng& good girl. Janein Goode (note the
Eun -astic nome) is o beoutiful r‘ylruurrg woman who is set on obtaining

er tollege degree. She’s enrolled os o psychalogy major of Chicogo

State University and well on her way to ocodemic success, that &, until

she meets Warren Homilten. On the streets, Warren is known os

"Molasses” or “Moe” (for short). He's a poid killer ond though Joneia

knows that a life with him would be dongerous, she finds his mystery
to be undeniobly sexy ond loves him regordless of his prnfessiuﬂ.
However, with the kind of life Moe leads, things obvioushy won't go
o5 smoathly os possible and Jon begins to learn that not only & he o
told-blooded iulwsiur he's oleo quile the womanizer. Moe winds

up in the emergency room while on the job ond it motivotes him te | L4,
rer:nnnder his lifestyle, his enemies and L|5 loyalty to “the hustle.” *
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““:-,I_H Will he turn his life around in fime and live hml',.' ever ofter with his

goody-two shoes college girl, or & he too late? Remember, in the
streets, hoppy endings oren't quaranteed
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h Leshe Esdaile

|Dafina Books). lust os there's hru!hus ouf there wha are con
sidered ployos becouse of the way their good looks and over confi
dent swogger con manipulate the minds and hearts of all types of
femoles, there ore sistos out there wha corry o virtual man-taming
whip. These honeys manage fo get what they wani, when they
B want i, fram any man they choose — no matter what the price
l'l'mr\'u got mud ome and they know how lo use it, Leslie
Esdaile, author o Ihrmgh The Storm and o 2003 Romance Slom
Jam Emma Award winner for “Best Romantic Suspense,” hos penned o
sexy, romontic and outright humorous story about o
porficular sister wha's got plenty of gome up her sleeve.

Centered in the “City of Brotherly Love” -

"""B-I-bq Philadelphia, Pennsylvanio — Darien }udmn is 0 young
B professional who is new to lown and obout 1o get into

o mess. She's works for o public relations firm ond is
quite well, but iving woy beyond her means. A

slommin’ opartment, hot cor and fly dothes oll add up 1o
one major pain when Darien loses her job. Though, rother
than compromise some of her material wealth, she begins

=) tharging up o storm and maxes out her credit cords. Hes

" refuse o
w ferguson

win? Or will

" older sisters realize what Ms. Juckson's gotten herself into and

bail her out this fime. When repo man Maxwell
tomes to tow her Digmante, she uses all of her good

looks and charm to win his heart and he gives her one last
¥ chance fo keep her belongings. What she doesn't know is tht
Maxwell is actually the CED ?
RYAVDY up with. Mr. Ferguson's family isn't too keen on Darien's ways,
GRIO [l but he feels he may be in love. Will Darien ?hw her gome and

the PR Company he’s hooked her

the real repo man come ond collect?

Gwynne

Farsh&r [Dahn-:: Books). In life, we don't alwoys consider the conse
quences of the decisions we moke and how they might affect those we love
This s something thot authar Eanne Forster tockles frequently in her wark

" She dealt with issues of

love, sibling rivalry and adultery in her rificolly

neclaimed novel, When M&gﬁf Comes, ond sets foal on even more serious
emofional grounds with her latest work, If You Wafked n My Shoes

In this story, Cor

een Holmes Treodwell s o successtul coreer woman

wife and mather of two stepsons. However, even though on the outside

she seemingly lives
tionally torn E'..' her

adogtion.

o perfectly healthy life, on the inside she's sfill emo
post, M oge 17, Coresn wos the victim of o bruta!

date rape that left her with on unwanted preinunr',' that ended in

She's never been oble fo shoke the pain that

08 stemmed from thot incident, and sfill lives with the guilt and

o it turns out,

i wants 1o ruin

with ve

}. ! ofter the lives

& heod of o social welfore agency. This is definitely not t 1¥pe of
fomily reunion anyone would really look forward fo — one

of everyone involved.

poranoio that comes with never having known her doughter As

her parancia wosn't fotally unfounded, becouse ot

age 31, Frieda Dovis — Coreen's doughter — has sought out fo
W destroy her biological mother's life. ﬁ'l
[ from her being roised by on obusive adoptive father. Hence, she

g revenge she seeks stems
hes mother’s image os o caring public figure and

lledd
- betroyal, seduction and o shocking ending that will




