Part Of A Well-
Balanced Diet

w's the man behind the rusty iron

mask. His face has remained o mys-

tery over the years s he spit o ven-
omaus flow that metted owoy onyone wha
opposed his lyrical prowess, while unleashing
his wroth on unsuspecting and wock-ryhmin’
foes. He recontly teomed up with the subsonic
mastermind of hip-hop's underground, Madiib,
i on attempl fo take over the world, Their
masterpiece, Modvillion, was their weapon of
mass destruction. This fime around, the mon
known as MF (for Medal Foce) Doom wonts
you o sif down af o fable with him, one-on-
one, mon-la-man ond. .. enjoy o deliciows
meal.

This mask-weoring villain octually begon
life &5 the mild-monnered Doniel Dumile. A
London-borm kid wha became a New York Gty
inkiobitant, he become Zev Love X and with his
brathar 0 Subrac joined together 1o form the
once popular K.M.0. (positive Kouse in 0
Much Damoaged socioty). Together they
releosed music with o humorous and posifive
energy that wos laced with some light politicol
rhatoric. Along with the likes of Poor
Righteous Tenchers and Brand Nubion, K.M.D,
wis on o hip-hop revolution. Unfortunately,
things unraveled quickly. Subroc was fatally
struck by o cor and their lobel procically
botched the release of their socially and paliti-
cally charged Block §°5trds release.
Following these unfartunate occurrences, Zev
disappeared without o trace, not to return ‘Sl
the turn of the century.

In *98, he resurfoced, with his fore covered [RS8

by 0 stoding os he dropped his poems and
rhymes ol New York's Muyorican (afé. He'd
soon drop his sobo debut os MF Doom, borrow-
ing tha origins of Marvel Comics' Doctor Doom
s his own — donning an iron mask to hide the
scars caused by the industry. His debut,
DOperation: Doomsday, wos on insfant swoess

within the underground and his output seemed |5

to never stop, Whether doing comeos or
recording under the Doom, Viktor Youghn,
King Geedorah or Madvillion persanos, Doom
has constantly been on the grind — writing,
producing and spitfin’, His latest release, MAL.
Food, cantains tracks nomed after food and
tells stories that deverly put some of these
foods to metophorical use (remember: beef
fsn't good for ooy MC). In oddition to this
release, he's been on the MM.. Food tour in
which ha's urged fons to donate food for the
hungry ond homeless. Maybe this mosked vil-
loin isn't 50 bod after ol




BEANS
Hip-Hop's Next Wave Maverick

5 o member of the Anfipop Consarfium, M. Ballbeom (AKA Beans) was part of hip-hop history. Originally o member of tha Brookhym Boom Poafic Collactive,
it wars with Priesi, M. Soyyld and occlaimed producer £, Blatze, that Beans sparked o buzz amongs! the baroughs of Mew York City bock in *97 with Antipop’s
utho-electro hip-hop vibe. Their singles showcosed o brond of funky glitch-pop and IDM {tronslofion: infelligent dancs music) fused with trodisional eost
toast hip-hop thyming. Their full-length debut, Trogic Epilogue, wos the jume-off for the group — saming them camparisons 1o likeminded legends Company Flow,
In fnct, the buzz spread so for thot even folks aver in the United Kingdom took nofice. Antipop mode history when they signed fo Warp Records

This Englond-based label was known mare for their IDM artists such os Aphex Twin ond Boards of Conoda. Hence, Antipop would be their first hip-hop endenvor,
Further, th foct that they were willing ta sign with an IDM label tested their dedication to traditional hip-hap. They began touring with IDM artists os that stene grow
muore and mare info the hip-hop sound, releasing o tofal of three full-langths ond doing o free jozz colloboration with Matthew Shipp. But it wouldn't be uniil the
breakup of Antipap in July 2002 thot Beans would be oble to sprecd his creafive wings.

Warp held onto Beans and in 2003 dropped his solo debut, Tamarrow Right Now, He kept his Anfipop styls, but streamlined it with o bit mare pop semsibility. He
continued being o b-boy, olbeit in o very absurd kind of woy. He even pushed the limits, producing his own tracks, some of which induded hints of raggoe; humon
beat-boxing, stroightforward rop and o few hounting tracks reminiscent of 0J Shodow's best wark, With his latest foray into “next level” hip-hap, Shock Gty
Maverick, Boans produces his awn slick, erisp ond cutting edge tracks; spits his typical off-kiier flow and proves once ogain that you in't heord nathin’ yat.
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KRAYZIE BONE

This Bone Has A Split Personality

¢ since his fime with Bone Thugs, there's been o series of parsonal contradictions that popped up all over the ploce. This became extremely deor
on his saphomare solo eFfort, Thug On Do Line. That LP cover hod Krayzie in an outfit reminiscet of what the Block Ponthers used fo weor, witho

vintage image of Civil Rights-aro rioting in the foreground. Lyrically, the set found Krayzie spittin’ posifive messoges and decrying the wiys of the thug ond
hustler — whilk seemingly celebrating it of the same fime. Just which side of the fence did Kroyzie really stand? On his third and eosily st complex ond cre-
afive oufing, Krayzie tackles and spits from both sides of his personality, optly noming the project Gemini: Good ¥s. Fuil

“Everybody hus o good and an evil side,” Krayzie explains, “ond they fight. That's whot the olbum will basically be about: my good side and the evil side
that I'm fighting.” For the Good half of his LP, Krayzie laces trocks with lyrics that find him leaving behind all his problems, releasing ol of his stresshul
demons and describing Utopia. He shouts out those wha've inspired him such os NWA, lce T, Abave the Law and 1) Fad, ond shines o light of hope on his incor-
cernted fons, whibe de-glorifying the thug life. “I've been to prison und there's o ot of people out here glorifying the bod bay life or the thug life,* Kroyzie
says. “When really, whot it ol bods down 1o is that you're going fo gef yourself into some trouble or gt yourself killed. You heor it on these sangs about peo-
pla doing time, but that really ain't o place you want 1o be. I've been there.” His £l side finds him unleashing years of pent up roge and frustration attock-
ing oll of those who've dane him wrang with some of the fiercest bottle rops he's ever dropped. With production by the fikes of Lil Jon, Scott Storch and Def
Jof, there's no question that rap fans will be feeling both sides of this concept LP.

Tﬂu following Krayzie Bone's soko career should be well awore of this by now: Kroyzie is probably suffering from o multiple persanality disorder,
L]
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MIX
MASTER MIKE

Bangzilla’s Revenge

The ori of the furniohée confinues to thrive of the
honds of DJs such as the otherworldly Mix Moster
Mike. For those of you who've never heard of
this vinyl-scroiching master, here's the deol: Michael
Schwartz got his stort s o kid growing up in Son Francisco
He'd come home from schoal in the ‘705 io the sounds of
his unche's extensive and eclectic record collection. The
moment Mike really gol the urge to put the hurfin’ on
somé vinyl come during the moment he witnessed
Grandmoster D.5T performing onstoge with the legendary
Herbia Honcock. 11 wosn't just the Grondmuoster's missic
thot floored young Mike: it was his style and performance
— booth of which inspired Make's loter ontics

It wosn't long befors Mike wos fully inte hip-hop and
the art of Ding. He became a DJ-for-hire ond storted
plorying house parties, weddings and ather cssorted gigs
for both experience and exposure. Al one of the parties
ha wound up with an admirer by the name of Richord
Quitevis (AKA D) O-Bert). laining topether 1o become on
instoppobla D) force, the duo went an fo crush ofl com
pefitors ol the prestigious DMC World Chompionships (on
onnual D) competition] for three years in o row. Their
dominafion bed fo their forced resignation from future
tournaments, but they were oworded the oppartunity to be
honorary judges. Soon, they'd join forces with fellow
turntablists Triple Threa! — Apallo, D-Styles and Shortlut -
with whom they'd become ihe now celebroied invisible
Skratch Picklz. They've afl since gone salo, with Mils tak-
ing up the reins os the Beostie Boy's resident 0 and
redoasing o number of full-length solo projects. With his
lotest opus, Bangzitla, Mike proves that he's sfill o monsier
onthe "1 & 25" For those of you young cus oul there
whe are used Yo producer-driven music, it's fime for you fo
experience the frue art of Dling




’ The Southern-Fried DMX?
il

ung Wun is lika o professionally baked rop music cake fresh out
Ylhu industry oven, J Records “discovered” o youth, dumped his
“ghatio* essence into o large bowl 1o be mixed up with o stylish
thug image, treated an easily digestible batter, poured that into their Ruff
Ryders mold, baked and topped their coke off with some Swizz Beofz iding,
We'va heard Yong's story o fow hundred fimes befora, but this time
around. it seems o be good enough for uber-producer Swizz to have faken
nofice. “Yung Wun's unique sound and style sefs him opart fram other
new orfists |'ve heard,” he doims. “He's edgy, dark ond not afraid 1o be
himsalf Ha reminds ma of a southern DML | couldn't walk away from th
opportunity o wark with him_*
The stary begins in the Eostloke Meodows housing projects, where
youny Jomes (AKA Yung Wun) hod o survive smongst the crime, vialance
and chaos of the streats they colled “Little Vistnam * By the age of six (though, 1¥'s tough to believ), he had succumbed 1o the ways of the streets ond wes picked
up for random acts of lowlessness that londed him in the fuvenile justice system. Though, he wosldn't turn his fife oround until one day when his dear grandmoth-
# — the sole person fa beg and plead that he put his God-given talent to use — possed away in his orms. He began writing and rapping fverishly, working the
Dirty South’s underground scene and workin' his way onto mix-tapes and collobes. However, being mistreoted ond exploited on that level mode him unecsy with
the ways of the industry until, that is, he met up with Swizz Beatz. Beotz put Yung on his label und got him ta drap verses on various Ruff Ryder productions
before droppin’ his awn debut, The Dirtiest Thirstiest. Not exacly the most ariginal origin for o rapper, this Yungin' is positive thot his skill ond “southern DMX"
codente will moke him bocome the *nexd living legend.” '

Crunk For Kids?

ruke — iF's nat just for odults orymore. Sure, o majority of crunk music has lyrics ond themes that are quite objectionable and not all thet kid-friendly,

clnl that domsn’Ymean the record industry can'l aim their crunk energy ot o younger target oudience. Soon encugh, infants will be drinking crunk juice
from thesr gold and diamond-studded boby bottles. Until that fime comes, however, we'l all have to settle for the current wove of teenoge crunksters.

Leoding the podk & the crunk sexte!, (rime Mab

While still bot from the success of Uil Serappy’'s full-length debut and breakthrough single, “Head Busso,” the folks over f the Atlonin-based lobel/manage-

meni feam Crunk Incarporated decided it wos foo soon to jump off the crunk wogon ond stouted states outside of Georgio for their next rowdy phenomenon

With thot in mind, they turned 1o the high sthooks

of Cadar Groove, Tennessee to find their upcom

ing stors. This is whers they Tound the six mem-

bers af Crime Mob — Princess, age 17; Lil Jay,

18: Psycho Block, 18; Kilka €, 18; MIG, 17; ond

Diamond, 16. At the vary least, this sn't o group

put together by some record lobel. “We were oll |

in the soma school. On an overoge doy, we would

b ropping in the gym, in the lonchroam, making

boots in the hollway,* explins the group's pro-

ducer, Lil Joy. “That's how we storted making

music" Thir first single, “Knuck If You Buck

fenturing lobelmate Ll Scrappy, has been o

smush hit. Similarly, their singles “Stilatios

{Pumps]” and “Crunk, bne.” are well an their way

1o bacoming new runk favarites. That's right

fulks; even our youth con portake in the crunk

culure, even if the orfists are foo young 1o listen

10 thieir own *Porental Advisory” stamped LP ond

concerts.
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