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2004::

year for everybody’s favarite
Looney Tune of hip-hop.
Besides kickin’ off the year
with the svccess of his late
2003 release, Chicken-N-
~ Beer — which featured the still
hot single, “Stand Up"—
luda’s been bronching out

Nas, Dovg E Fresh (both of
whom appear on the throw-
back-styled ct, “Virgo”),
Sleepy Brown, Nate Dogg and
many others, the disc promis-
es to find Luda exploring new
territory and sharing more of
his personal life. With Bill
0'Reilly’s recent scondal,
we're sure luda's going fo
have the last lough on his for-
mer polifical foe. We gof to
chat it up with Lude shortly
before the refease of The Red
Light District and got the dirt
on all aspects of his incredibly
busy ife.

BLACK BEAT: What's up, Luda?
LUDACRIS: Nathin' much [man],
just keegin' busy us hwoys.

You won a BET award this
yeor. How'd that go down?
Yeah, | won it for my verse on
“Yeah!” with Lil Jon ond Usher. It
wos BET's “Viewar's Choice™ aword. |

was very hoppy obout that.

And thet was really your first
major oward?
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frstthings I sod was 1o hove o TV on
the gas tank. | ain't never seen o

television on people’s gos tonks
before!

Obviously, you'd like to win
anything and everything if pos-
sible. But if you had o choice,
what oword would you like to
win at this point in fime?

| raally wonted to win MTV's "Video
0f the Yeor” for “Stand Up,” but that
didn’t hoppen. | quess I'd just reolly
like to be recognized os ane of the
guys wilh the best videos, so any
video aword would be good for me.

How much input do you have in
your videos?

A lot of ingut, man, | ohways hove o
Iot of creative ideas thot | tell the
directors, so we con work hond-in-
haned with i,

Speaking of your work in
videos, do you see yoursell
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roles?
Yeah, | just did o Film colled Crash
that's comin’ out soon. Also, o
mavie colled Hustle & Flow that
John Singleton produced. We did
that in Memphis, Tennessee, The
Crorshy movie wos in LA, ond it bosi-
tolly focuses in on rocial discriming-
fion in present-day Los Angeles,
Colifornin, A ot of different actors
and aciresses [ore in it], from
Sandro Bullock and Brendon Froser,
to Don Cheodle, Larenz Tate and
Loretto Devine. So thot should be o
good mavie comin” soon.

Do you see yourself ever doin’
more than just acting — maybe
some writing and directing?
Defimnitely, mon! | never set any limi-
atiares on anything that | do. |
mean, | do like to focus, bul | ohways
Find mysell venturing out and imag-
ining big things.

Disturbing Tha Peace is holdin’
it down oll aver the ploce these
days. You guys are currently
reppin’ ATL, Chi-Town and St.
Louis. Plon on branchin’ out
onywhere else?

lookin' for new tolent

[man). However, it'snel |
like we're forgefing any |
one parficulor dity; we just
loak for talent, period. We
move around different ciies
each and every doy. So, it's
kindo like gaing to the mall -
you never know what you're
lookin' for until you see i, man.

Your girl Shawnna's single,
“Shoke Dat Sh*t” seemed to
blow up everywhere this year
— even gettin’ crazy spins here
in New York Gity. How'd you
hook up with her?

| hooked up with Shawnna ‘cawse my
maonager usad fo know her when she
was in that group Infamous
Syndicate [out of Chitaga]. He intro-
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duced me fo her and once | heard
her rop, man, it was o done deal. |
thought she was very falented ond |
sill thimk she is. | think she's the
best female in the game ond that's
how it went down.

What's it ke havin' o girl as
part of your crew?

It's great hoving a girl in your rew.
It's versafility; wheneves we need o
female ta do something that shaws
the other side, we use her.

Does she keep all you arazy
DTP dudes in check of oll?
[Loughs] Nah, noh. Everyone hos
their own space and their awn
boundaries, o she don't keep any-
body in dheck — just like we don't
keep her in check. [Loughs] We're
oll respectful of eoch other's space,

Speaking of personal spoce, |
read that you keep o pretty
spotless tour bus in order fo

maintain on imoge of profes-
sionalism.

Yeah, pretty much, [Loughs] But |
got people who do that for me.

So you got maids workia’ on
the tour bus?

[Loughs] Yeah, | got peaple who

dean up the bus. !,,ff
Yeah, | mean, weahways \

I'm not the deanest individual in the
waorkl, but you know, | apprediale the
compliment. | don't know wha the
heell smid that sh"t though!

Take that bit of info up with
MTV!
[Lowghs] | might hove fol

hop related projects, the word
on the sireet is that you're also
dippin’ into some REB and rock
These ore some of the things in the
works, man. We gol on REB singer
by the nome of Babby Vee who
should be comin’ up, and a girl by
the name of Sharissa. We're olso
workin' with o rock group, but that's
not all the way done yel.

What was with all that beef
ond drama with T.1. that people
kept on reporting?

Nah, there was o misundersionding.
But he ond | sat down like two men
[and handled it.] 1t was stupid, what
il wos over. But yeah, there's na

problem, no beef.
5o it's oll squoshed?

Yeoh, well there Hf.-ff"'

wasn't really even any beef 1o begin

with, so there really wasn't amything

o squash. 1t wos just o misunder-
i -

Luda, you've been o busy man,
indeed! But with ol thet behind
you now, what are you comin’
with on The Red Light Districr?
Sh*t! Just another chapter in the life
of Luda, monl Reimvent myself by
irying o go that exira step, frying fo
do some mare things os for os being
craotive, new and innovalive is con-
cerned. There ore same melodies on
there where I'm actuolly harmoniz-
ing. | don't wanna say singing — but
some songs like that, Getfin’ deeper
inio my personal life, ‘couse you
always leave people woitin' for
something. There's jus! more subject
maiter, more versatility. Lil Jon, The
Neptunes, Timboland, Organized
Maize ore all some of the peaple that
did beats on this album and | think
it's just gonna be anather greo!
album that people just wanna go out
and get. I’ just progress ond ge-
ting better fyrically and metaphori-
cally (sang-wise, everything.

Se we gin't gonna hear no REB
tracks with Luda singing?!
[Loughs] You never knaw man, jus!
gonna have 1o cop the olbuml «

Amidet o franiic schedule that hos

4 induded movie roles iz, the

Fartheoming Crash and Hustle &
Flow), averseeing Disturhing
Tha Peace members' selo
rilases (i.e., Shownna,
(Chingy ond 1-20), droppin’
smash fie,

Usher's “Yeoh!") ond

& haldin down his non-

profil orgomkotion
{the Ludaeris

gven made fime jo
get his crank call on
for Comedy
Cantrol’s Cramk
Yarkess.




