I strumentalist

[ s o hig dea in hip-hop 1o handle dooble
) duties o5 0 producer-slosh-rapper, Guys
W fke Dr. Dre and Eminem hove mode it

 fheir business o work that aﬂufhg-h'
{f g, Sameana llke Phorrell rokesll

: hmhe-.r by thrawing that {overused)

i o of his into the mix. However, nal
my hip-biop orfists con make the daim
ot only did they rop on ond produte

e
|h‘ album, but |h.=-, oko 1rh'hed the

| *I t Gragory Hines of “1' hlP hop

ﬁls Count has been araund. He grew g
I tha Brone, Londan and Conton, Ofho, He®
s entouraged by his fother — o West 8
'ﬂn minister — fo toke up music By oge’
ir e wis rockin’ the drums of his )
“othes's church. This gave the young Cound®
bl oppariunity to pdd ins truments sodh @5
plano and srgon fo his reperfoire. Hip=s
t p quickly become his number one lml'l
;nd he was soon doing the sireet comet i
e thing with friends. Fallowing his SH.
l!m: sthoal in P:mr';y!mmndmh
d R&B ond jozz, Bass D enrolled of
Hiddh Tennesses State Univarsity in
Nashville. 1t wos there thet he produced the
o thotd lounch s decode s ong
 rareer, Singe then the multi-mnstromental
cee has warked with Ihh&ﬂl
mm -




CUBANI.INI('"iiiiii—ii"ii"'

The Dream Lives On

that this is the third most popular question asked by soon-to-be retiring hip-hop artists. This, of course, follows the fwa most

papubor quastions: “Will my royalty checks cover poyments on my gald fronts?* ond “Damn, I'm brake. When should | sched-
ule my cameback album?” Foct s, the Brons s awn Cuban Link &'t refiring anytime saon, but is well aware that he hos o legacy he's yet fo
truly fulfill

*The dream fives on, " says Cubon. *Pun tock core of his job, now we gotio do ours.” The lute, great Big Punisher did something no ather

Lain hip-hop arfist had done before — earm mainstraom rodio ploy os his debul set. Capiral Punishment went platinum, in daing so he proved
what long fime Lafino hip-hop fans knew since the day hip-hop was conceived in the Bromx — that urban Latinas hod, unil thet pein in the
gome, been an ignored force o be reckoned with. However, with the passing of Pun_ major beel formed between Cuban Link and Fot Jog ~ o
beef that moy hove gotten Cubon's foce slashed of the populor might dub, Jimmy's Broax (afé. Shortly thereatier, Cuben's officiol debut on
Athontic Records, 24k, wos shelved ond it'd take him nearly five yeors o once ogoin aftempt an official debut. The Full-A-Clips crew — consist-
ing of Pun, Cubon ond Triple Seis — once swore they'd be the first Puerto Rican, Cuban and Dominican rappers to go platinum. With his now-
officinl debu, Chain Reaction — which features the likes of Jadokiss, Triple Ses, Mya, Game ond Selena Johnson — Cubon hopes to make gaod
on the promise he mode with his lafo friend,

" Didlllm behind o legocy? Foun studies conducted by Black Bea for the sake of this inane and not-so-provocative infra show
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To Brag
ip-hop is chock full of braggarts. In fact, if you're o rapper and dontbrag, Mmlm'lhmw II

' Mnﬂ:’uﬂmﬂrﬁmlwﬂﬂ,hhuﬂmufmﬂmmm' y battle for ‘1 )
o recognition and respect. If there's enyone wha knows anyihing obout brogging, it’s San Mateo, Cofifornia nafive

h 's more than proven his worth as on emcee since his hord hitfing debut back in ‘97, all this cot did upon sfing I‘

. ~ anto the hip o scene was tolk about how dope he wos ond haw he'd plow through ony emcees who stood in hisway,
Fortunataly, he seoled back on his bragging and sturted releasing music with real depth — music that ploced him at the fops of

(L : !”* p fans’ lsts and sarned him substantial rodio play. In fact, ho even went on to recard with nil mefal rockers
Lintkin Pork. Rasco quickly dimbed up the indie ranks fo earn o nome os ane of the more respected underground smcees ]

"




THE®e oo e e
FRONTLINE

On The Frontline
of Hip-Hop's
Ongoing Rap
Battle

olifarni’s Bay Area rop
pers, Lafi and Locksmith
know that the hig-hop

game i a war being woged by the
relest of emees ogainst wock
rappers and men in business suils
who saek to further exploil the art
and culture of hig-hop for quick
monefory gams. Now, there's nolh
ing wrang with o repper makin

some dough, but of what cost?
These men are on The Frontline
and they're ready to put defibrulg
for poddles 1o the chest of Coli's
fiat liming hip-hop scene

The dua’s firs! major breok

come when they oppeored on the
first ever MTV Freestive Batile badk
in May 2003. They won natienal
poceplance when Locksmill was
owarded runner-up, despite being
the crowd fovoriie. “The MTV baitle
ql}l’l: US More perso

wa on fhe

eas! coos! hip-hop scene,” remem
bers Locksmith. “They renct differ
ently, you have to knaw that.” This
experiente anly helped fusled this
growp's fight. They it the public
with their rodio hit single “What Is
" and two mixiopes before
puiting the finishing touches on
their 16-frock debut, Who £ U The
jumior igh school Iriends hove
been doing the rop thing since
1996 ond porficipated in The
Source’s Unsigned Hype Botile in
1997, They wenl on fo become
regulars an the nofianally syndicnt
ed Wake Up Show hosted by Sway
and King Tech. The Franifine has
imvaded the rop game ond wants
oll b-boys and b-girks o *“Jain the
Fight!*




daminated by ortsts who ore always on the lookout for major record label controcts, the Hieraglyphics trar
: -B,T.I. {do-it-yourself) style. As o member of that renowned Bay Area collective, Opia’s career in hi
local roppers Tajai and A Plus, bath of whom he met through Casual — one af Opia’s dossmotes an
e fe Hﬁuhllnln ther group and formed the legendary Souls of Mischied. Opio had spent o mo

ot

#I* HH albums — the {'Iiuruglifphm digue (consisting of Souts of Mischisf, Del Tha Funkee Hor

| Pap Love) formed their very own Hiero Imperium lobel. The label continues 1ndulmmna%

o ond live shows fo inferact directly with fons. Opio hos served as both rapper and producet for 8 nun

conly dropped his very own salo debut, Triongulation Station. Handling much of his own produc
mhmmwmm ﬁnlnﬂmwdm-ﬂ
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Ohio-Based Rapper

Keeps His Game On

Cruise Control

ow that we're well into 2005, we can book
back of 2004 and reminisce obout oll the
Funky stulf that hoppened. Things ke Jone!
hiaving her top pulled off by listin or the frogic and
ungxpecied deoth of ODB. But the biggest news iem of
the yeor was the 2004 election, which almast escoped
much of the confroversy experienced in 2000, There
segmed to be some coniroversy stiing os the nation
awaited the finol tally in... . Ohio. The roasan they took
st long? It was probobly due o Copywrite's inbility fo
hit the polls on fime, since he was too busy pulting
togethar his (rulse Control mixtape
Hip-hop headz alreatty know the name Copywrie.
Back in the "90s this Ohin-based cot wos o mamber
{ropper/producer) of the group MHZ, who got their
tepak through Bobbito Gureia's now defunct Fondle ‘Em
Records_ In 2002 he dropped his solo debut, The High
Exoufied which featured production fram the likes of
* the masterful RIDZ. This earned him stoge time with
irfists such os The Roats, M.0O.P., Diloted Peophes,
Chingy, and the High & Mighty. And in 2003, Capy toak
home the prize of the Jay-2 ond 50 Cant sponsored Roc
Do Mic Bottle. Currently dealing with the majors, Copy
dacided that befors he winds up with the perfect record-
ing contract, he'd drog o 27-track mixtape. With fight
thymes from Copywrite and production duties being
handled by guys such os enderground poster bays Juy
Dee and J-Tone, if's smems that Ohia loves its delays,
becouse not onky did they help hold up election resulls
bt this cat should've been signed yeors ago.




