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THERE’S MORE TO LIFE THAN HIP-HOP AND R&B

TV ON THE RADIO

WHO: Visuol artists-slosh-musicions Tunde Adebimpe
[vocods) and Dovid Andrew Sitek [multi-instrumentalist)
formed the core group, later odding guitorist-slosh-vocal
ist Kyp Malane.

WHAT: There's o reason these guys hove wawed both
fans and «ritics alike — theyve created o fusion of
saunds that is quite unlike anything before i, aveiding
the pitfalls that typically come with mixing punk, indie
rock, elecronic and doo-wop — that's right, doo-wop, The
overoll sound is dork ond atmaspheric, matched with
Tunde's smoath-yet-pawerful votals, But you've really
got to hear these guys hormonize on an o cappella trock
to fully understand,

WHEN: These guys have kept it weird since 2001, but didn't relecse their crifically-louded debut EP, Young Liars, uniil
2003. They followed that up with their braokthrough full-length debit, Desperate Youth, Blood Thirsty Babes in 2004,

WHERE: It ofl storted in o communol arfist loft in Brookhym

WHY: Quite simply, moking music for money was better than selling paintings in the street. Adebimpe is an NYU Flm
groduate (wha actually rreated the stop-mation-animated "Pin” video for the Yeah Yeoh Yeahs) who met Sitek (whose
production credits include the Yeah Yeah Yeohs) after Sitek moved info the some building. Adebempe’s laft became

orttst central until they realized their vorious music skills worked extremely well together. Now they're poster bays for

Mew York City's indie rock scene.

4t AVENUE JONES

WHO: (onsisting of o whopping six members, 410 v Jones manoges fo keep the stage os packed os ony mwo-bit rop-
per and his pointless entournge. Yocols ore handled by hubby ond wife Abmod and Tena Jones, with Timmy Shokes
{quitar), Guilybird {violin), Al Parker (bass) and Derrick Collawoy (drums) providing the groaves.

WHAT: The group calks their sound “hipracksoul.” This band is all about pushing music ta its limit and ufilizing any and
all styles avoilable to them. From hip-hop ond soul 1o hard rock and new wave electronic, Ahmod stresses thot anything
goes, “In the bond we feed off one another's influences and are ahwoys infroducing each other ta artists we dig, like A
Tribe Called Quest, Depeche Mode, Public Enemy, The Cure, Rachmaninoff, Sibelius, Stevie Wonder, Prince, Rage Against
the Machine, Rodioheod and olmost every ortist that ever oppeared on ¥O! MTV Raps.”

WHEN: Ahmod's career s o hip-hop arfist began in "%4, but the group woukdn't meet until ‘97. By the year 2000,

they were offical,

WHERE: The band name come from the Jones” home locoted of 4th Avenue and Jeffersan in South Central Los Angeles
— but don't expect omy Foux West Const gongsto posturing from this happily-married couple!

WHY: Frustrotion wos the name of the Jnnes gome, Frustrotion plagued his solo coreer, which made him ottempt o col
lnbarative project. The rehearsals of his 4 Avenue home wound up in the creation of their independent debut, No Plan
B. Feedbock wos overwhelming ond they releosed o second album under Interscope Records. Howeves, frustration

reared ifs ugly heod once
again as the bond battled o

be rebeased from the label.
Now in 2005 they hove oll the
musical freadom they could
ever imogine and their lotest
release, Stereo: The Fvolution
of Hiprocksoul, proves that nat
wven frustrotion con hold them
dawn

GENERAL
PATTON
VS. THE
X-ECU-
TIONERS

WHO: Mike Patton dechares
all-gut-war ogainst The X-
Ecutioners: Grondmasies
Roc Raida, D) Rob Swift
and 0 Total Edipse.
WHAT: Patton, one of rock's mos!
edlectic {and weird) ronimen produced,
orranged ond mixed his vocals over the
turntable fury of hip-hop's legendary X
Erutioners D crew. The resulling music is an
amolgamation of electronico, jazz, lounge, Latin,
B-mavie madness and hip-hop.

WHEN: Joined forces in 2004, Patfon's been in
the music biz since 1982, jump-starfing his
career with hord rockers Foith No More {though
he was previously in the bond, Mr. Bungle) and
his since been in too many side projects fo keep
taunt of. The X-Men have been destraying vinyl
since 1989 and though they experienced o dight
line-up change in 2002 with the loss of Misto
Sinistn, the trio has confinued 10 hold it down for
trate diggers ocrass the globe.
WHERE: The X-Men got Hew
York City on lock.
Mike hails from Cali.
East meets West, baby!
WHY: Seeing o3 how
Patton has viruelly done
it oll, from funk,/rop metal
and movie soundirock cov-
ers (with o death/speed
metol edge) to bizarre surf rock and hip-hop fla
vored loungey REB (with Dan the Automator)
ii's really n surprise he'd do something with the
X-Men. They've gat a penchani for mashing
things up foa, from hig-hep and pop to punk ond
medal, even doing their own version of White
Tombée's “More Human Than Human." This is
what happens when genres go to war
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BLOC PARTY

WHO: Before they were known os Bloc Party, vocolist/quitarist Kele Okereke,
guitarist Russell Lissack, bassist, singer Gordon Moakes ond drummer Matt
Tong, were known os Angel Range and Unian. Bloc Party s just much more
rawkin' of o nome

WHAT: You can say they serve up @ hat dish of ort-punk, Or you con soy they
tuste o little bit like new wove funk. Giher wy, what mokes o great post punk
block party? Toke the best ospects of The Cure, Gang of Four and Joy Division
and you're on 1o something.

WHEN: The foursome's first dema orrived in 2003. They storted goining pop
ulority as the dema mode ifs rounds ond they started playing mare and more shaws, Kele sent the dema to Fronz Ferdinand (who themselves are current leaders in the
new wave revival), which landed Bloc Party o spot on the Domino Tenth Anniversary bash. By 2004 they'd recorded o fulllength thot was released in the UK, followed by
the release of their first two singles in the states. 2005 marks the year the U.S. of A was iniroduced to their fulllength CD (via Vice Records) full of their dark, jogged,
danceable brond of angulor pop

WHERE: Yo, these cats are reppin’ the Dirty South — South London, thot is. All ‘ya blokes best recognize.

WHY: Okereke ond Lissack met snch ather through mutual friends ot the Reading Festival. In addition to having friends in commen, it turned out that they had matching
tustes in music. Moakes and Tang entered the fray shorily offer to record the demo. 1t's been o virtuol non-stop block party {rote: poar use of pun) ever since

- .

EL PUS

WHO: Bl Pus (pronounced: L-Poose) founders Chroun and Cufi
{Cufrock) call themselves “the frontmen slash songwriters dosh
emcees slash instrumentalists slash groupie mongers.” The
Woodchuck slops the bass, (). shreds on the guitor and Young
Pete bangs the drums

WHAT: The quickes! way o describa this five-member groop &
10 soy they perform “ghetio rock.” Meaning, they've got the
alternotive and punk rock oesthefics and energy of legendary
Block rodk groups such os the Bod Braing and Fishbone, but stir
in hip-hop flavors vi their rhymes and foshion

VWHEM: They first started rackin' the "hoods and projects of
Atlonto, Georgia back in 1999 In 2004 they releosed their
debut EP, What s B Pus? and ore scheduled 1o drop their first
ul-length this year

WHERE: Thesa boys are reppin’ the Crunk Copital of the world
with some good ol rock 'n’ roll, While Hoflanto may
currently be known far it plethora of
hard-partying roppers, B Pus wants to
put their noppy-heoded brand of rock on
the mop

WHY: The story goes something like this:
Cbroun and Cufi hod their drum machine
stolen right before o show they were fo per-
form. Rather than give-up for the night, they
decided to ask the opening rock
band if they'd provide some five
instrumentotion for them 1o rap
over. The adrenaline rush ond
cromd response made every-
thing dear: from that poin!
on, El Pus sholl supply the
world with endless supplies
of ghetta rock.
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