rilike mos RAB artish
who make it o paini
to prove that they
have olways lived-
und-breathed R&B,
soul of gospel, Trey
Songz hus mode i
abundantly dear tht
i wes pushed into the music indusiry by his
fomily. A nafive of Patersburg, Virginia, Trey
tonfesses thai his childhood was quite normal.
He didn't take any voice or plono lessoms, nor
did he really listen to much REE. 1 wasn')
even paying oftention 1o R&E of the fime,” he
admits, | was listening to straight op, Fke
Biggie, Joy-I ond Nos.” Now fhot his R&D
caretr i well on its woy, Trey hos vowed 1o
make sure that his music is felt on the streshs.
In ragords to RES, the only arfist to ever
grob Trey's offention wos R, Kelly, on orfis
whe is respeciod by R&8 and rop fons alike.
“When it comes lo R&B, he kills it. He gives
you every part of the soul he can think of "

/%: $ (£ YA - says Trey, “from the gangsto o the gentle-
i r-qf:il‘l -:. : L '_ .‘.f.

;-:%'f ;

r ,ffﬁ? man.” Much fike Kelly has done throughoot
ol i/ _ T his coreer, Trey wants to moke sure that he's
b / W y ft i the stroats, o5 much as h's feht by fons
Y T of good soul music. S fons ncuded his
- -.:.;:%:m ' ; o m and grandmother — bath I::ws whom rec-
‘?:‘f“'ﬂu | :_.-' 4 o Y \ { M MIS inlent md w
Whin™ | M, 7 hirm 1o join the church choir ond compete in
g Wy, wﬁmum&hmtﬁ

- ' i '- ducar and mentor, Troy Taylor, who's
" yith everybody from Patty Lobelle 1o BZK.

'::I':'a -
] A g ' Upoe fnishing high school, Trey moved out fo
. e " b Vi oy New Jersay. During the car rids, his newlound
' mentor schooled him on the histary of music.
il - Trey poid his dues und worked a5 o production
[ . wssistont for Troy, which led 1o him inking o
' 3 deal with Atlantic Records. While deseloping
his productian skills and earning wrifing red-
its for the likes of Kevin Lynle ond Trick
Daddy, Trey started to hit the mixtope circuit
Wmudlwh-hp—ﬁﬂ!hhm
His debut ofbum, | Goffo Make i, ploys
like the diary of o young men with dreams
and o straight husiler fiitude ond is o definite
work of “seet and sweel sensibility” I
stonds os proal thal somefimes ofl o person
needs 75 o fitlle push to unleash their full
ootentiol. Avcording 1o Allnfic Founding
Chairman Ahmet Erfegun, Trey “hos the vaice,
the songs, the intelligence, the soul, ond the
chorisma of @ true stor” You heard it here
first. |




