MELENI SMITH

|
|
I WHO: A genre-blending multi-skilled musicion and her “dopest band in the world” con
- sisting af Jash Volleau (keyboords), Nate Jones (buss), Juson Pattersan {drums), Higuitar
! Menazes (guitor) ond Juniar bazz {guitar)
| WHAT: We're still not ton sure what her musi is. Some of it is pog, some of it is punk
i some of it is reggae ond ol of it is quite doncechle. Meleni hos o knach far being sexy
ol one moment {with songs ke “Mee! Me In The Bathroom” and “Pap the Cherry"] o
I bieing introspedtive the next [*God” and “Mr. Smith” being perfect examples), Just
l like the artist who creoted i the music is quite eclechic
WHEN: She was born on May 5t 1979 gnd by oqe & she wos infecied by music
0 “My siblings and | were bitten with the bug of music through my ‘oun, my uncle’s
I girlfriend's sister, " Meleni fandly recalls. “She got s harmonizing, deing roufines
and enlered us in lecol talant shows " Since then she's groduated college and
' redomsed o few singles — ane of which | "Hoppy" ) was featured in the Will Smith
l comedy hit, Hitch, Har full Jength debut. Some Kind of Urban drops this foll
WHERE: Meleni was born in Flint, Michigon - o town once full of grasperity
l from outomobile production, that later turned into o poverty stricken ‘hood.
I She didn'1 spend much time in Flint as her family fed 1o Milwoukee. Following
high schoal she atlended college at New York City's Columbia Univessity. Across the river in o Jersey
i ity studio is where she would begin recording her music
J  WHY: The reason Meleni Smith storted crenting music wos o sort out and “articulote oll the croziness™ in her heod. Then ogain she stresses that of
the end of the doy, she’s just o simple girl. Regordless of whether she s camplex, simple or stroight-up
| loaney, the reoson why you should check out her music & 1o experience o sound that is difficult 1o pin
i B

MELLO-D & THE RADO

WHO: Darnley “Mello-D" Hodge is o bockpock rapper with o slommin’ band consisting of
Dlughenga on drums; 6.8. on keys ond Jesse on bess

WHAT: Remember Stetsosonic? The first seli-arocismed hip-hog band that spawned the career
of Prince Paul [see this month's Rop Round-Ug for more on Paul)? Well, they started a trend in
hip-hop that hos yet to realy take off — the live backing bond_ Sure, there s o handful of excel
lent groups out there praving that hig-hop doesa t need 1o solaly be an emcee and DJ {even
though, the D ospett seems to be masing from many muinstreom performances), but the fact
is thot tha only hip-hop band peaple seem 1o know ore The Roofs. Mello-D & The Rodes are
here 1o put their similar-styled masic on the map

WHEN: As it furns out, though you re only prabably hearing about this group for the first
time now, they ve been around for neerly o decode. For the eipht complete yeors fhey've
been an the grind, this group hos relessed three full-lengths (Backstiding, The Ultimate
Truth, ond their lotest, Antitginment) and hove octunlly reached the fops of college charts.
WHERE: Mello-D and his crew hoil from the Washington DC/Virginia area. But this hosn't
kept them from exponding their populority warkdwide. In addilion to ploying in the
slafes, they ve okso toured in Euroge and South Amerit — actually garnering o following
in Brozil where they ve gired videos on MTV

WHY: For starters. more hip-hop bands need the fame and glary that The Raots have
{though, they e stll not as major os they'd probuably like 1o be). The Rades are doin’
their dang thing ond Mello-0 is on intelligent ropper who's dedicated 1o the woys ol
the Wative Tangues — comin’ smaoth with hip-hop that's free of ol the nonsense you
see on MTV That's prabobly why they've shared stoges with the likes of KRS-One
the Cocoa Brovaz, Jil Seort ond momy, mony more. *1t's on oppeo 1o the tanscous-
ness ond humar of the istener withaut being silly, preachy or redundant " says
Mello. “Ths is relevont music.” BB



