American Idol Season 4: Official
Behind-The-Scenes Fan Book
By Jason R. Rich
Primo Garmas

i 15 fruly 0 book for the devoted American idal fon. |t chronides

Season 4 from beginning to end, storfing with some: of the most mem-

orable puditions. This fan book is an ol noress pos b American idel
Included ore biographies and interviews with the Top 17 contestants os well
0s fhe backstage guide to the creation of Americon Idol, from sel design o
hai ond make up sessions. With ol the behind the scenes footoge, you
gel o chance 1o see whot goes on when the comers ore off, ike the cho-
reogpephy sessons, wardrobe shopping, and forewell dinmers for the
recently voted off contestn.

This fon book s jom podked with photogrophs ond even indudes o
lorge paster of the Top 12. Mlang with the interviews, phatogrophs, ond
recaps of Season 4 there & tons of information an their doy-to-dary sched-
ules, vocal rehearsa, and whot they do during their downfime. There is
even o section devoted to the Top 10 Mast Frequently Asked questions fike,
*Do judiges Siman (owedl and Poulo Abidul orgue ollthe fime off the set of
American Idof?” This fan book dafinitely shows haw the American Idof con-
festonts transfarm themsslves into pop siors

Def Jam, Inc.: Russell Simmons,
Rick Rubin and the Extraordinary
Story of the World’s Most Influential
Hip Hop Label
By Stacy Guernsevo
(e World/ Bollontine Boaks

woukd of imogined that hip-hap, which wos dubbed o= o pass-
ing fud in the B0's, would ochually become o multi-million dol-

kor business ond one of the music world's leading genres?
Russall Simmore, o youny black kid from Hollis, Queens and Rick Rubin,
o Jewich kid from Long Iskand were among the few who believed that hip-
hap wos mere ond started the groundbrecking lobel, Def Jam Records.
Nihough they started out in the NYU dorm room of Rubin, which s
where LL Cool J was distovered on o demo tope, they soan bult one of
the miost huerative hip-hop lobels. This book foflows the finoncial struggles
ond scondals surrounding Def Jom nc. and provides onecdotes obout
arists ke Foxy Brown, Jay-Z, ond DMX. Stocy Gueraseve, outhor of the
baok and former editar-in-hief of Russell Simmon's mogazine, Ohework!
his aceess ta the big names ond brings real conversofions ond @ behind
thie scenes look af o company that revolufionized the hip-hop scene. This
is it smply @ biography of the two founders, biut o journey into the world
of rap.

Why White Kids Love Hip Hop:
Wankstas Wi%gnrs, Wannabes, and
the New Reali y of Race in America
By Bakori Kitwano
Basic Civitas Books

ver the lzst 30 yeors, hip-hop hos become ane of the main tural
mavements. [fs rooks are in the blodk, urbon neighborhoods and i
has slowly come to dominate the oirwaves ond school halhways of

white suburban Americo. Bakari Kitwana sefs oul to look of the role of
hip-hap in racial palitics ond amswers the question on everyone's mind:
“Why do white kids love hip-hop?”

This question holds two sides, on ane are those who disopprove of the
mainstreaming af hig-hop and on the ofher there ore those wha feel that
the cross-culturol oppeol of hig-hop i beneficol becouse it's obility o
break down rociol barriers. Kitwano sefs out to explore both sides of the
spectrum through interviews with young people whose lives hove been
molded by hip-hap. A he dismantles stereotypes and myths, Kitwano
shaws how hip-hop's emergence os o political movement that is changing
education, employmen, ond incorceration polices. He seeks fo portroy
that the moinstreaming of hip-hop & not going 1o be the demise of the
Bluck art form, but ubimately wonts bo shaw that music, in the form of hip-
hop, is becoming the voice of o genertion,

Brickhouse

By Rita Ewing
Avon Trode

worked hard o develop Brickhouse imto one of the hattest gyms in
the ity I was her gift o the community where she grew up ond o
way i make o pasifive change. Vet the city government gives the Harlem
Empowerment OFfice the authority to tear down Brickhouse and replace i
with the Harlem East Moll, even though the community wonts both. n the
midst of Nana's ottempts fo fight back, she finds that not anly is her busi-
ness threatened but olso her dese group of friends. Her dose business
partnes, Allen Wode, is dealing with o secret that could destroy both their
futures. Also, her best friend, Ledbo, is deafing with the collaps of her mor-
riage 1o o New York Knicks supersior.
ks Nona confinues to battle over the fote of the Brickhouse, she full
deeper and deeper info o web of deceit and scandal invalving the New
Yark pawerful. Just when everything is looking down ond hopeless there
is help from the lust person Nona ever thought. . ond the lost man she
ever wonted o love.

If | Ruled the World

By Joy
51, Martin's Griffin

Num Simmons, o Harlem entrepreneur ond fitness superstar, has

arlem is @ twenty-six year old who stonds out above the rest. She

owns her own cor, bome, and business ond hos worked hord for all

of it, She is the first to soy thal no drug dealer ever fronted her the
maoney for any of the things she owns. Also she never hod to sell hersell
1o earn the money o moke her dreams come true. Harlem has had o hard
lfe: her mother become strung out an crack and ploced in foster care unfil
she storted o live with her grondmather.

After her grondmother posses away, Harlem inherits o lorge fortune
from her and opens her own business with her best friend, Morgan. They
own 0 boakstore in Cobumbus, Ohio and plan 1o open more shops across
the couniry. But her life tokes on unexpected turn when she foll in love
with York, o drug dealer. He genuinely wants to win her ond she discov-
ars that she just might be missing something in ife: love. Buf when
trogedy strkes, Horlem finds that s o surviver, only she con moke her
own destiny, BB



