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Popsturpation: Discovering the
Lighter Side of Black
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lotelligerd. Sardonks. Angry. Bitier
Ahsard.  Costard-filled  Lewis Black.

Comasdian Lewis Black appears on “The
Diily Show” wvery Weodnesday, and i
this year's mecipenl of ihe Ameresn
oty Asards’ Viewer's Chotes Awanl
for Btand-up Comedy, Nobe: Uunngh we
sl “award” twioe, iUs only one awand
Ha has b writlen over 40 plays. Lewin
sven mppearsl in one be oewrole wilh
Mark Linn Baker Ha irsisis the show
did not imvehe the dasce of v Lawnim
reenibly agreed 8o ren the Popsturbsiion
gmumilei. He pereeversd o srres of gues
wsite bulluls cide, @nd o “50 van
wiben of chewing pam’ tesls losi.  This
wmih, wo brimg you tese gueslons, bhs
andwers aoil the image in vur hesd of
Larwial Hismek riding & tuifalo whalsl msde

P2 Yo wtarted oml m theater. Which
s yrud isjaey e — peerforming in plays
o gerdoarring comesdy T

LE: They're differmnl and, il there are
mi gyrhatics o0 the play, and the direc
tor petually knows whal be s doing. |
wmjiry them equilly They both give me a
lert. off warl sl i,

P Yiw've bewn i Bromd of large audi
ehees, fnced down pefilicians il il
e miag peisonally brosdoast on Cine
dy Comtral  So el us, whst sxsetly s
[T S -

LEE: Cfrraaggien) The sevad] of o o sl
scevhnble, sepecially whin pns are sEn-
ing 1o wio [oomedy) for a lving Well, sk
wven for & living. Anvhody whe wants io
bw o slend-up has 0 understsnd W
by fenr You sriually hnve (6 engsy
e wem dewih. I you ergoy thai wol
youi enjoy wabching., by shaml]
prshabdy heomme s coamedian

P How showt ihs ke of sucosssT

LB: The lasts of suroess i really
ownd. Yiona et mhosshdrL gt inombved with
i ik weiy v eight with pistackan maa

P: Where do you gl ihe mspirmiin
for your marierial?

LB: Tha sad thing is there's sl
enough thal s more cbvious 0 me
Thare's & kot more oot thern. Whenever |
watch ctber s do smethang [ think
b emyrmal, "Som of & bi-! How aoald | have
e that™™ Pt umaslly well, |
wesiliy, 1 pheind up The Hoston Clebe and
borkin] @l the fromt page. Today s ths
wherm-cal] thing. | havee's pusd i i U st
yat, becmuse they have & couple o days
s amything is official. Bt imwmeds
wialy, there in all this hoo-he snd they
fart prragnd ared come up with semnmething
that b5 right down the middls on stem
rella. Then they look tn sev if Uhey have
tha sbem celle. Amad they don'l | mean,
don't yous dho thesi, flewi? Thast's the kind of
piull, Mlost of the bme, iUs right in sl
of ma. And ane of the reassns [ think I'm
By, i thal it oonars b most geople. 1t
e sinpperingly obvimia s tha kind of
wtuff thai in high school you wmelis'
hhave allewed bo oomur Sor meee than thir
ty seconds. For exnmple, if (George W
Bush were & high school class presadent
of even just wcting [ike this im high
sciwnl, they'd bt the sh- ot of lem |
mean, sereesly, ity slagnrering

P K sowna thai im e manner
which you apgrosch thimgs, there is =n
slement of rage, bul you oan akss kol @l
i apd lesgh And you sre cbvienaly &
man known for your rage. Ful whet

CEMITA MY Rl S50 TRy e

Comedisn Lewis Blsck s an ovid len ol sex end gol,

makes yma happy, eschabing chair of
winal| frry wosdland creatures!

L Sea works. That's usually st the
top of my Net A good mesi. And sdly
enough. gulf. And how pathetic is that?

I o you compider what, you de in gelf
& sporl, or m weasie of tmeT

LBz | comesder it i be from sesons
whe foars b0 wse drags anymare

P Wiuld you ever ke wp bewking
tnusiend of polf?

LBy Mo, becasiss bowling deessn | bave
U vibissarve compualeie Uhing
1 Wll, ihere i the chuinh-Srsslng

LB Thatls true. now thatls troe. Yo
wee, the (hing about bowling |s yeu can
jssh ligquow up smd semoke. The thing
about polf is the mental aepect of chees-
sive compulsion snd thet really feeds
it anyors whi hes enpoyed drogs o
thsir hifetime

Py Whai do you think about studest

thinking that the ssme level of quality
will tee pressmt im eeery mate Lherenfler?

LB | think ivs o pood iden. Ampyrthing
thai seils. i depeswls on the celebrity
Bume oelsbrities really dem't deserve
bty

P Would yeu ba willing to endorse
smer endumn, Popsturhation?

LB (fanghs) Sare, I'd endorse. Jost
frum ihe Gills slone | think We am
inspertam part of the American cullaral
history. Aned the fact that its in the s
deni prespaper 8 sad, (s repressnia
v of ik stmte of Ameriein sfisirs

P You talk o bet about drogs. 'We'ne
sl By wanrw ot nsking you this and
fww commibariabln e mibght be with this
qusbion

LE: T dont gvw a 5= . | don't take

P MNa, nothing lkee that. 1t the
pther end s ol trss thst you sere once
aidictad 1o the sappository form of Chil-
dren's Tylenal™

LEB: Unughe) Mo . no that was never
= problem.

P Dhd you taks it omlly?

LEB: Yeak, | took A omlln But sny-
thing you shevvn up your bati 1 have no
renl mager inlenesl 6

P: il in the blank. This nation is
just 1o wilky, Fm moving to

L% Anctlwer roality

P Somwtames [have dons his Cagilsin
Marvelows costisme and armansd
wur bumnble sbode. He insists that this is
normal  Yosr thoughts

LB Anytking thel makes someons
bappy mnd dessst interfere with the
liwen of othars 18 finss by me. Whatevsr (2
taliss, sveryones got & orulch. And if e
wamita b end] himsell Caplain Marvebss

e long as he'n nob yelling al people, 71
mm Captain Marvelous, go F-  ypowrsalf,”
then thal's Mo

P You're & her o the oemmen man
Well, maybe nol a bero. Bul you sousd
harve an wwe- inepiring costieme o rdsder
muscle must usdernsath your el
eriup

LB N, wear sifk-bosers. WhyT It

dossni eh. Amythng thal’s smooth o
the imaack wrka, Bud T nolb going o be
wamiering arvund i women's panties
KT

P OH, aml speaking of prople we
don't waint b ses in panties . b Cleo
i hringing tarnt rendings back s the
forw of peychic predietions. | we were tn
Il woun moma (arol cards with the fol
lowing (muges on thern, what could yoo
ol s abowt ibe futsre? The first card b

John Blsmns

LI iderp Peveeth | 1L never enils

I Goorge W, Dlush ipachimg children

LB Wrong. Wrong Weeng Just
wrong. 10 means the universs may end
ul any secesl

P Ted MicCimleay
LB Wha's he

P Jolfersen frnn “Marvied With
Ohildran.” He was on “The Love Bost,”
“Hapgpy Days”

LB
P You cam jissi make smething up

LBy | don'l even have a responss. by
bermin dows Fd e qLiver

P You im oo Valenline beart witls don
Semrwart.

LB: Wow Thal dossn't e webl for
wnyorw. e would ke o marry me, and
I weould lilie his carner

Pt Here's the soenarie  Thundar
domes. Crmiy Killmrna i armed with =
Namethrower.  Jom Blrwnrt wields =
medieval batile axe. Vi nre Tina Tisrn
or Whoss kinrsd dost Thon miss bn viclo-
v wfier the s has enemed?

LB: Um . whh _ Stewarl. Stewar
woukd win beenuss Kilborme worald
m__ lihat aovurend e ivae nothing lras
than @ phrsomennl, [B-secomd long hrin
fori} . lepreenpter.

Py We've boen Lalking for quite
mwihila, bt it ahoud tima you phay some-
thing?

LB: My album, the Whabe Albwm, i
wiill availahls on ComedvCentred som

P What has show businoss taaghi
wou thasl yesi diin’l expect b femrm?

LE: The crafl i esary, the busisess s
hard

P Arad the roughest. lesson”

LB: I seeneone s position of power
wim o vis yoursalf and they say samething
profoundly stuphd, and you knew (1 s
pid, you A da not poisrd it ol 1@ Usem
And B don't ever say *po - yourssll®

P This bs tur parting question, so its
mhout partkng gifts I you hed & chows
between & Flowbes veromm haroatting
wywiem and @ Roeoo electric food dehy-
drator, which would ym take and why?
Kaap in mind, the parting gift is beonuse
yint've lresdy host.

LR The Flowhes has no imlerest in
me. Food always inisrests ma. Dby
drated, hlosted, whatever, | always like
food. And the fnet that you cam debiy-
drate anribing inirigoes me



