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migga Mike™ |

Is Jacko really Invincible? |

Anthonry O, Casanoyss
MILISE Staf

What do Pepsi. Ronald Hea-
gan, witilige and under-aged
naughty bits have in common”
If vou are thinking of a nude
and drunk Andy Rooney watch-
ing “The Vaoice of the Turtle
(akn. “One for the Book™),
then you would be wrong. Two
further hints should make
claar the correci answer
Quincy Jones and Neveriand
Ranch. For the uninitiated, the
commen bond  between these
things is the one and only star
of Francis Ford Coppola’s Dhs-
ney masterpiece Captain Eo

Michnel Jackson.
Unlike his blonde, red-
lipped buddy, Macaulay (the

Godfather of MJ's childrenl,
Michael is the rare case of &
child star remaining in the
spotlight his entire life. Does
such exposure do weird things
to  person? 1s it possible for an
afro-sporting black child to
grow up and become o struight-
haired white woman / alien?
Really, the angwer is still some
where to be found. Regardhess
of his pnst controversies, his
surgery, or his forever-ques-
tioned akin disease, Jockson
has alwaye been able to cap-
ture the hearts of hie fans (and
the world's children, let us
never forget the children),
Whether it is through his
music, short films, live perfor-
mances or video games featur-
ing a 16-bit color Joo Pesci, MJ
has nlways managed to make
this particular music-lover
scream, sweat, ory, and fant
like a Crechoslovakinn girl mt
one of his overseas stadium
filled concerts

It i with this that | express
the excitement I folt when dis-

covering that (mmsert clichéd
Michae] Jackson nickname
here) had once agoin entered

the Amenican spotlight. albei

>

CHAELJACKSO

in the most undesirable of ways
ie. dancing alongside boy
bands)

This year Jackson's fear-
provoking mug began to make
rejrular appearances at places
where the cameras would obwvi-
ously find him-he started a
new “Heal the Kids® charity
with Habbi Shmuley Boteach-
he, he spoke at Oxford about
his childhood, he was inducted
into the Hock and Roll Hall of
Fame, he appeared at the MTV
Video Music Awards, a tribute
congert was held for him ot
Madison Sgquare Garden and
the list continues. Jackson, for
the time being, appears to be
back. Why? Well, his latest
album has finally been
redensed, along with re-releases
of his past classics (Off the
Wall, Thriller, Bad, Danger-
ousl. All the mystery behind
whether or not the six years of
wail and millions of dollars
ppent in production would yield

INVINCINLE

you another groundbreaking
pop album was finally solved
on Oct. 18, 2001, when his
album, [aviacible, officially
went public on the web in
streaming audio format from
www.michaeljsckaon com.

I the damn thing any good?
I# it worth picking up all four
limited edition covers? And
why the hell is his left eye pix-
elated like that?

Honestly, the short of it is
that this album s & mixed bag.
Much of it is over-produced and
its shining moments are few
The album starts off with a
great tune, “Unbreakable.” The
track is clean, catchy, bass-
heavy, and features a rap from
the late Christopher Wallace. It
is one of the finer moments on
the album; comparable to what
may have appeared on Danger
ous or HIStory iwhich also fea-
tured & track with the Noton-
e one himself, along with the
phrases “endo emoke” and “my

| Elliot

The second track. “Heart-
breaker”, is the first of two
major mistakes made on this
album. The track 18 aimply
venr-prodused. The music e boo
husy for s own good, and
spunde better fit for a Missy
album. Michaels vocals
are ot the focus of the track,
and the beats grow repetitious
and annoying quickly. This
track, along with the title
track, fesatures o rap by Fats, a
whaolly inoffensive, bubblegum
rapper. However, “Invincible” is
not mearly the crap sandwich
that *Heartbreaker™ is, The
second larpe mistake on the
album is the
schmaltzy ballads. Jackson is
known for belting out o solid
ballad and he docs so just fine
here,

“Butterilies” is a beautiful
little number that sticks out
frum the other seven slow and
sappy songs. The tracks that do
not work manage to hinder the
album just o bit and a feel o bit
disorgnnized and poorly dis-
tributed amongst the other
songs. A few sound (oo similar
to songs released by lesser
R&B artists, Did R Kelly and
Babyface's involvement have
anything to do with this? Per-

nonsense, the track “2000
Watts™ is just indescribable.
Again, over production rears its
ugly head, this time sounding
like music made for a Back-
ptreet Boys album, if not a little
rougher arcund the edges.
Combine this with Mike's new
voeal range and constant DMX-
onque “Watt!"s being shouted in
thi: background and you have a
completely silly, but oddly
novel trock. New vocal rangn?
List's just say that the MJ Bar
bie doll of old 18 no longer
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